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giving students the opportunities to plan their careers. Junior Achievement is a
non-profit organization that seeks to educate youth about entrepreneurship,
work readiness, and financial literacy through experiential, hands-on programs.
Business leaders serve as role models by sharing their knowledge and experience
to students. This partnership with WIRED also strengthens the pre-existing Junior
Achievement programs in that region. This approach should be considered by the
Regional Development Alliance as one of the approaches to improve
entrepreneurial education in the region.

The resources of the Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) Center for Rural
Entrepreneurship can be tapped to assist in setting up a more effective rural
program for developing entrepreneurial firms. This Center strives to be the focal
point for efforts to stimulate and support private and public entrepreneurship
development in communities throughout rural America. By supporting practice-
driven research and evaluation and facilitating shared learning among
practitioners, researchers and policy makers, the Center works to encourage
entrepreneurship development as an effective route to building prosperous,
dynamic, and sustainable rural economies. The Center is part of the Rural Policy
Research Institute, an organization dedicated to providing unbiased analysis and
information on the challenges, needs, and opportunities facing rural America.

The Alliance should also expand the use of Fast Trac and Nxlevel for assisting
business startups. Fast Trac was founded by the Kauffman Foundation of Kansas
City, Missouri. It is a boot camp for entrepreneurs. According to the foundation’s
materials, 70 percent of companies that go through the program succeed beyond
three years — the oft-touted threshold by which the majority of small businesses
fail. The program can be brought to any town provided there is an organization
willing to become certified to teach the program.

The Alliance should also develop a collaborative effort to organize an annual
conference or forum offering programs for entrepreneurs of all stages and
industries, as well as professional development and expanded deal-flow
opportunities for angel investors. This forum should also include exhibitors
involved in small business opportunities such as financial institutions, suppliers,
and others.

The Regional Development Alliance should work with the economic development
organizations, MDED, and other relevant organizations in the State and region to
create an information resource on their web site that will provide current and
relevant information of interest to entrepreneurs. This should include an
entrepreneurs’ financing guide, information on educational and training
programs, and local government contacts for new and existing firms. The
financing resource guide should contain an inventory of all loan programs and
capital sources in the broader region.
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